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shipping," but Sir Joseph Maclay, who was Shipping Controller,
thought " L. G. made a mistake in not appointing a ship-
builder or someone who understands shipbuilding." This un-
usual appointment let loose the tongues of envious critics,
" Is there so great a dearth of able men," Mr. Hogge1 demanded
to know, " that Sir Eric Geddes has to be chosen for every new
post that is created?"; but Carson explained to the House that
Geddes had fulfilled most important work in France in the most
successful way and that as his services were available " we were
thankful to have him."
Although the invisible corner of the submarine war had been
turned there was as yet little sign of improvement. As late as the
middle of 1917 the Shipping Controller, at the request of the
Cabinet, made a forecast of the shipping situation at the end of
the year. Basing his estimate on the losses in May, he calculated
that beyond that date we should no longer be able to supply the
needs of our population, our Allies and our overseas expeditions,2
In the second quarter of 1917 the loss of British and foreign
tonnage was no less than 2,236,934, and although in the third
quarter a reduction in the losses began, the figures remained
alarmingly high. It was not; indeed, until the second quarter of
1918 that the production of ships in the world was to overtake
the losses. In the meanwhile the attacks on the Admiralty grew
more clamorous and vindictive.
Sir Edward Carson was never the man to be intimidated, and
there is a robust note of courage and even of contempt in his
speeches at that time. Thus at a luncheon given in honour of the
American Navy on the 17th May, 1917, we find him saying: " I
am so constituted that I cannot get cold feet. I can divide my
critics into various categories. There are my political critics,
I despise them in the middle of war. Then there are the critics
who have been disappointed in the past. Whenever you read
criticisms of my colleague Sir John Jellicoe try to find out what
is the origin of them. But after all it does not really matter....
Let them grumble and growl and let us get on with our work.
v . 1 can tell you this with all confidence, that I believe in the
whole history of the British Navy there never was a time at
* James Myles Hogge, Liberal Member for East Edinburgh,
2 EarlJellicoe, The Submarine PmZ, p. 04.